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Soil Testing Results - Phase II Thomas Street 
 
The City of Wausau contracted to have six soil borings completed with soil samples taken and 
analyzed at a state certified testing lab.  The City performed these tests as the residents in this 
area raised concerns about potential contaminants in the soils.  Testing results have been 
received and reviewed with the results attached.     
 
These additional soils testing results confirmed there are no exceedances of regulatory 
contaminant levels.  The results of the testing show any detection levels significantly below 
regulatory limits. Based on these latest testing results, excavating in this area is not expected to 
create any environmental hazards during the reconstruction of Thomas Street.   
 
The Mayor’s Office hopes this latest round of additional soil testing alleviates the residents’ 
environmental concerns in this area and that the soils are safe for excavating.  We can now focus 
on moving forward with public input related to the design and improvements of the Thomas 
Street Corridor. 
 
AECOM is preparing a full report of the results for the October 12, 2017 Capital Improvements 
& Street Maintenance (CISM) Committee meeting where they will be present to go over the 
report.  The results of this testing has been shared with the DNR.   
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Memorandum

Please find the attached tabulated analytical results for six Phase 2 soil borings recently completed
by AECOM for the proposed Thomas Street Phase II reconstruction project.  Soil boring locations are
shown on the attached figures.  AECOM’s subcontract driller, Geiss Soil & Samples, LLC, advanced
and sampled the borings on August 25, 2017.

All six soil borings were sampled within existing Thomas Street right-of-way (Borings B-1, B-2, B-5,
and B-6) and city-owned property (Borings B-3 and B-4) located in the immediate vicinity and
downgradient of the Wauleco site.  Soil boring depths generally matched estimated excavation
depths during the future construction.

AECOM’s subcontract laboratory, Pace Analytical Services (Pace), analyzed shallow and deep soil
samples collected from each boring for volatile organic compounds (VOCs), pentachlorophenol (PCP)
and daughter compounds, and Dioxins/Furans.  Pace reported that VOCs and PCP/daughter
compounds were not detected in any of the samples.  Various low-level Dioxin and Furan compounds
were detected in every soil sample analyzed at concentrations significantly below Wisconsin’s
Chapter NR 720 Direct Contact Residual Contaminant Levels (D-C RCLs) for industrial and non-
industrial sites. The laboratory results reported by Pace and comparisons to Wisconsin regulatory
standards for soil are summarized in the attached table.

Pace is currently analyzing one groundwater sample for VOCs, PCP/daughter compounds and
Dioxins/Furans.  The sample was collected from Boring B-6 at a depth interval of approximately 10-12
feet.  The analytical results are anticipated to be available in early October.  Groundwater was not
encountered in Borings B-1 through B-5.

At your request, the tabulated analytical results and figures have also been provided to Matthew
Thompson of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources - Eau Claire office for review.

AECOM’s final report of the Phase 2 investigation results is anticipated to be completed by mid-
October 2017.

Based on AECOM’s review and evaluation of the laboratory analytical results, it is our opinion the
Thomas Street Phase II reconstruction project should continue to move forward.

To:  Eric Lindman, City of Wausau Page 1
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