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May 23, 2019 – PRESS RELEASE 
 

RE: Thomas Street, Reconstruction Update 
 

Thomas Street Reconstruction  
The second phase of the Thomas St. reconstruction project is well under way; it is currently on schedule 
and slated to be finished in late October of this year.  This project in particular seems to garner a lot of 
media and social media attention, some of which can be misleading or just not accurate.  Updates will be 
provided by me or my staff and hopefully they will prove to be beneficial as we move forward.   

1. Demolition of buildings continues as DNR provides us with approval to demolish.  We have 3 
structures yet to take down.   

2. The majority of topsoil within the project limits has been removed and landfilled.  Pavement has 
been removed from the bridge to west of Emter St. 

3. The contractor installed sewer main near the bridge to 110 feet west.   
4. Contractor is installing water main from Emter St west to Cleveland Ave and temporary water is 

being installed to home/businesses from the bridge to Cleveland Ave.   

Several concerns, questions and complaints have been raised to the City and different entities since this 
project began – many have also been posted and played out on social media which has proven to NOT be 
a reliable or accurate source for information regarding this project.  However, we are aware and are 
sensitive to the emotional impact this project has on the residents directly impacted by this project and the 
disruption and change it has brought to their daily lives.  We have investigated and resolved each 
concern, question or complaint that has come in to the City and we will continue to do so throughout the 
entirety of this project.  The City has assigned one full time inspector to the Thomas Street project and he 
is the on-site liaison to address concerns and also help maintain safety of residents and construction 
employees as work progresses.   
 

Clarification and information related to concerns that have been raised: 
1. Improper Handling of Asbestos Siding.  A complaint was filed through the County Health 

Department stating there was improper handling of asbestos siding.  Pictures were taken and 
posts were made to social media.   
 

Findings:  The City has hired a contractor (Mavo) for the asbestos abatement; they are also a 
licensed abatement contractor.   The siding had been properly removed and was in a properly 
lined dumpster.  There was no improper handling of asbestos siding. Mavo reached out directly to 
the County Health Department and the DNR, and both agencies are satisfied with the work that 
has been completed and is being completed. 
 

2. Improper Dust Control.  A complaint was made and posted on social media that proper dust 
control was not implemented during the removal of topsoil.   
 

Findings:  Rains had saturated the soils, placing more water on the soil would have created runoff 
issues not to mention issues in the equipment maneuvering in the soil.  Dust was not created 
removing the topsoil and it was brought to the landfill.  Our on-site inspector is very proactive in 

 



making sure dust is controlled on site for both demolition and soil disturbance – and while we 
can’t guarantee no dust, we are doing our best to mitigate dust.   
 

3. City doing work on property that wasn’t paid for.  A social media post was made that the city was 
doing excavation work on property that was being bought by the city but that the city had not yet 
paid for it.   
 

Findings:  The City did not do any work on privately owned property. The City is only working 
on city owned property or Temporary Limited Easements purchased from property owners.  The 
City has done its part in making payments to homeowners for purchase of properties, however if 
there are liens on properties - the banks and financial organizations may withhold some or all of 
the payment to individuals until those are satisfied.  This has nothing to do with the City and is a 
private matter between the individual(s) and the financial organization.   
 

4. Groundwater.  Pictures were taken and posts made to social media of water in an excavation near 
the Thomas St Bridge.   
 

Findings:  Encountering groundwater near the bridge was always a potential, this was shown with 
our soil boring results in 2017 where water was about 12 feet below the surface at that time.  This 
was not a concern since the water was tested and came back with “non-detect” for PCP.   
Groundwater was encountered near the bridge – also noted we have high water conditions on the 
river and it is known that groundwater fluctuates with river elevations.  The water was controlled 
with minimal pumping required and was discharged to the sanitary sewer.  This is 
common/routine road and utility construction practice.   
 

Confusion ensued when comments were made during a council meeting about encountering 
groundwater during the Thomas St. project; these comments were posted out of context.  The 
comments were directly related to encountering contaminated groundwater and we know the area 
around Emter St. and Cleveland Ave are known areas for groundwater contamination. We do not 
anticipate encountering groundwater in these areas. 
 

5. Contamination of the city drinking water.   There was an article written and posted regarding 
potential contamination of the city’s drinking water.   
 

Findings:  This is NOT true.  The city’s drinking water wells are over 1 mile away from the 
Thomas St. construction site.  The city’s wells are protected and tested to ensure they meet 
WDNR and USEPA drinking water standards.  City drinking is safe and NOT at risk for 
contamination. 

The City is aware that there is a lack of confidence in the information we provide.  We will continue to 
work with other state and county entities and continue to meet regulatory requirements completing all 
aspects of our work.   It’s important that we provide accurate information, even if it isn’t always the 
information residents would like to hear.  We also realize that there is a lot of technical information that 
can be easily misunderstood and misrepresented.  We will continue to build relationships and provide 
information while safely moving the project forward.  Please continue to reach out with your concerns 
and questions.   
 

Provide contact info: 
On-Site Inspector:  Kurt Dubore 


